THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

My friend Mr. Howson of Holt, who thought
boys suffered from an overdose of sermons, once
appealed to me for sympathy: I could not refrain
from saying that we made a point of always having
three on a Sunday.   It was a pardonable exaggera-
tion, for I have never quite been able to distinguish
between a scripture lesson in the real sense of the
word and a sermon, and I had introduced the practice
of giving a short address at evening chapel.   This
practice, which I continued at Eton, is based on a
theory of the soundness of which I have no sort of
doubt.   Put briefly, it is that as God is concerned
with the whole life of man it is a dangerous heresy to
limit His concern to matters of morality and worship:
an effort ought to be made to make boys realize that
all good acts and all brave deeds, whether done by
" religious"  people or not,  are done by Divine
inspiration and are therefore suitable for record in a
school chapel:  the virtuous acts of sinners, over
which angels rejoice, are often much more edifying
than the lives of the saints.   If we confine ourselves
to the latter, we are in danger of inclining the youth-
ful mind to the silly and pernicious theory of Swin-
burne that vice is really rapturous and rosy and
virtue languid: the splendid qualities of a Nelson or
a Garibaldi are none the less splendid, or less divine
in origin, because the one was a very imperfect
moralist and the other a very shaky theologian.